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PRESS RELEASE 
Stockholm, Sweden, 9 December 2019 

 

Doptelet® (avatrombopag) demonstrates cost-effectiveness for the treatment of 
thrombocytopenia in patients with chronic liver disease 

 
Dova Pharmaceuticals, a wholly owned subsidiary of Swedish Orphan Biovitrum AB (publ) (Sobi™), 

presented data on the cost effectiveness of Doptelet® (avatrombopag) for the treatment of 
thrombocytopenia in patients with chronic liver diseases (CLD) who are scheduled to undergo a 
procedure at the 61st Annual Meeting of the American Society of Hematology (ASH) taking place in 
Orlando, 7-10 December.  
 
Patients with CLD often have severe thrombocytopenia (platelet counts <50,000/µL) that can 
complicate the invasive diagnostic and therapeutic procedures these patients require as part of their 
clinical management, due to the increased bleeding risk. Doptelet is a thrombopoietin receptor 
agonist (TPO-RA) that is approved for the treatment of thrombocytopenia in adult patients with CLD 
as an alternative to platelet transfusions for patients undergoing a procedure.  The aim of the study 
was to evaluate the relative cost-effectiveness of avatrombopag compared with platelet transfusion 
or treatment with lusutrombopag, another TPO-RA also approved for the treatment of 
thrombocytopenia in adult patients with CLD. 
 
“The results showed that the use of avatrombopag is a practical strategy compared with the cost of 
both platelet transfusion and lusutrombopag, as it saves costs and reduces the need for prophylactic 
platelet transfusions and is as such a cost-effective treatment for thrombocytopenia in patients with 
CLD”, says Kavita Aggarwal, Vice President Medical Affairs at Dova Pharmaceuticals. 
 

 
Method and results  
A decision-tree model was developed from a US payer perspective to capture the clinical events 
observed in registration trials, and to project potential longer-term complications resulting from a 
major bleed or thromboembolic event in the scenario analyses.  Treatment costs were taken from 
publicly available data sources; avatrombopag and lusutrombopag estimates were calculated from 
the US prescribing information and phase 3 study data.  

 
In the overall population, avatrombopag reduced the need for platelet transfusions and produced 
cost-savings per person compared to intended platelet transfusion (80 per cent fewer prophylactic 
platelet transfusions), resulting in a relative cost savings of USD 4,250.  The cost for lusutrombopag 
(15 per cent more platelet transfusions) relative to avatrombopag was USD 5,819 higher than the 
cost of avatrombopag.  The one-way and probabilistic sensitivity analyses showed that the use of 
avatrombopag remained cost-saving over a wide range of changes, with incremental cost-
effectiveness including decreased costs and importantly, avoiding prophylactic platelet transfusions. 
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About Doptelet® (avatrombopag) 

Doptelet® is an oral thrombopoietin (TPO) receptor agonist administered with food. Doptelet is approved by 

both the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and European Medicines Agency (EMA) for 

treatment of thrombocytopenia (low platelet counts) in adult patients with chronic liver disease (CLD) who are 

scheduled to undergo a procedure. In June 2019, Doptelet was approved for the treatment of 

thrombocytopenia in adult patients with chronic immune thrombocytopenia (ITP) who have had an 

insufficient response to a previous treatment by FDA. Chronic ITP is a rare autoimmune bleeding disorder 

characterised by low number of platelets, affecting approximately 60,000 adults in the United States. 

 
About SobiTM 

Sobi is a specialised international biopharmaceutical company transforming the lives of people with rare 

diseases. Sobi is providing sustainable access to innovative therapies in the areas of haematology, immunology 

and specialty indications. Today, Sobi employs approximately 1,300 people across Europe, North America, the 

Middle East, Russia and North Africa. In 2018, Sobi’s revenues amounted to SEK 9.1 billion. Sobi’s shares 

(STO:SOBI) are listed on Nasdaq Stockholm. You can find more information about Sobi at www.sobi.com. 
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Paula Treutiger, Head of Communication & Investor Relations 
+ 46 733 666 599 
paula.treutiger@sobi.com 
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